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 Presidents Message  
Hope everyone had a wonderful Easter and enjoyed the day with relatives and friends. 

 

How is everyone dealing with no rain for our plants, vegetation and lawns?  We are dealing with Stage 2 water restrictions 

now. WE NEED RAIN! Glad spring is here so we all don't lose plants again. I lost 45 plants in January/February. 

 

Is everyone getting their vehicles ready for 2022 Car Shows/Events? Saturday May7th,2022 is the big Texas Bowties 11th 

Annual Spring Open Car Show at Cornerstone Church at Hwy. 1604 frontage road and Stone Oak Parkway. It benefits the 

charity The Magdalena House in San Antonio. 

 

Hope all members are doing well and get their second booster shot now available for everyone over 50. Allow 4 months 

between first booster and second one. 

 

Remember Oct.25th, 2002 is the start of the 2022 Classic Thunderbird Club Int'l (CTCI) Convention in San Antonio, TX. 

Runs through Oct.30th.  Registration has already begun. 

 

PRES. 

Sam Martin 

 

         Happy Birthday  

Louellen Brock-Jones        May 9 

Marilyn Carron              May 13 

Linda Dowda                  May 21 

 

Happy Anniversary  

Stan & Olga Andrews May 24  

 

  

San Antonio Texas Thunderbird Club (STTC) Inc. has been in existence for 43 years 
1979-2022. STTC is a family-oriented organization with the goal of enjoying and 
preserving our Thunderbirds among friends and elevating the interest of these 
beautiful cars within our community. Our annual membership is $20.00 and  prorated 
throughout the year for new members. These dues entitle members to a club roster 
and the club’s monthly newsletter. Most importantly  membership   provides the 
opportunity to contribute and participate in Regional and                 International 
Conventions.  Dues are due on January 1st and no later than March 1st.  We  welcome 
all Thunderbirds from 1955-2005.  
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Upcoming Club Events  

         

                         

     

May – Saturday, 21st. Hemi Hideout 8am Cruise Meet.   

THIRD SATURDAY, Hemi Hideout!  1172 Wilpitz Rd, Brookshire 77423, 281-347-4364.  We 

need to meet at 8:00 and be on the road since we have to be there at 10:30 am for the Tour, 
which starts at 11:30 am. It will take approximately 2 ½ hours for the 160 miles drive.   A food 
truck will be on site and for our hungry lunch time stomachs to enjoy.   $10 donation per person to 
the Hemi Hideout, which they donate to one of their 7 charities. No children under 12 allowed. 
Ray said there is about 5 Tbird clubs interested in joining us, The2 Houston Tbird clubs, The 
Austin ATO Club, and The North Texas Tbird Club.  

 

If you haven’t signed up for the cruise yet and want to attend, please contact Ray.  Currently there 
are 10 STTC families signed up for the cruise.  We hope to see you there.  

  

May 21 – Monday – Memorial Day Parade   

The Memorial Day Parade-Live Oak Armed Forces Day Parade was moved to the 21st, same day 
of the Hemi Hideout.  There are STTC Members who are not joining us for the Hemi Hideout 
Cruise and may want to take advantage of this alternate local event instead.  If so, our club will be 
represented at two events on the same day. If you’re interested, you need to fill out the parade 
form so they know the length of total cars and where they can place you in the line.  

See form on Next page to print, fill out and submit to them. 

  

                  June – Saturday, 25th – 10am-11:30am - Business Meeting   

Jordan Ford or other location. Restaurant to be determined depending on Meeting location.   
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Dear Sir or Madam, 

The City of Live Oak invites you to join us for an Armed Forces Day Parade as we honor all past and 

present members of the military. We encourage you and your organization to come together with us 

as a community and celebrate this very special day. 

This exciting new parade will be held on Saturday, May 21 st , 2022 at 10:00 a.m. with parade staging 

taking place at 9:00 a.m. Please indicate if you are able to participate in this memorable event by 

completing the form below and emailing to cpiotrowski@liveoaktx.net. Call or email Courtney Weese 

with any questions at 210-653-9140 ext. 2235 or cweese@liveoaktx.net. More information regarding 

the parade and event festivities will follow. 

The City of Live Oak welcomes all surrounding cities, military personnel, businesses, civic groups, non-

profits and more to join us and we hope to see you there! 

 

Organization:  Contact Person:  

Participation: YES, WE WILL BE THERE!  O 

UNABLE TO PARTICIPATE AT THIS TIME   O 

Email Address:  

Daytime Phone:_________________________ Cell Phone:  

Type of Parade Entry: Float O   Truck & Trailer O   Pickup Truck O   Car O 
Other:  

 

Very important: Approximate Length Required for Parallel Parking:  

Emcee Notes: Please include with your application 2-5 lines for the Emcee to announce, 

highlighting your organization. 

8001 Shin oak Drive, Live oak, TX 78233 | Phone 210.653.9140 | Fax 210.599.3753 
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Thunderbirds For Sale  
   

                         1965 Thunderbird   

This 1965 Ford Thunderbird has the following items and options. A Neutral Safety Switch, a 
Started relay, 4 chrome wheels covers, and   Sequential digital turn signals. Have replaced the 
rear Exhaust system and the Engine has been rebuilt as well as the started relay. The car has 
been updated with many new items; coat of paint, ignition  cylinder with keys,      Ignition switch 
and Ignition coil, Holly       carburetor, fuel pump, gas line, fuel tank, and new tires.  The body 
style is a 2door, weight is 4470 and registration and plates are current  until July 2022. If you 
are interest in the car, please contact the owner Richard by Phone at 210-494-0477 or Email: 

richardbella1946@gmail.com for more information.  
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  2002 Thunderbird   
 

   
Vintage Thunderbird Club                  
International (VTCI) Award Winner;  
VTCI Certified Concours judged – First Place 
award winner at 2014 and 2019 VTCI 
International Conventions in New Orleans 
and New Jersey      respectively.  This 
Thunderbird is an extra sharp Torch Red with 
automatic black convertible top with a red 
hardtop on a hardtop carrier.  Seats are 
black leather with red leather  inserts,  
3.9L, V-8, auto, a/c, all options, PB, PW, PL, Power Seats, CD player, chrome  factory wheels, 
all service records, all books/docs to include original window   sticker, always garaged, car 
cover, cover for hardtop, bug bra, never wrecked, never raced and always  pampered, one 
owner.  If you want the best 2002    Thunderbird around this is it!  Asking $19,000  Call Brian 
for more information at 210-497-0345.  
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Upcoming Car Shows  

In the San Antonio Area  

MAY 01 at 8am-11am 

Wimberley Coffee & Cars 

Blanco Brew 14200 RR 12 in Wimberly 

Monthly Event, Free to the public, open for hot rods, classics, etc. 

May 7 at 8am-11am 

Dare To Be Different Cruise-In 

1st Saturday of the month March-October  

McDonald’s/Fischer’s Store, 7765 U,S, Hwy 281 N, Spring Branch, Tx  

   

May 7 

Texas Bowties 11th Open Car Show  

Registration 8am-11am, $25 pre-registration, $30 day of show 

Cornerstone Church, 1604 & Stone Oak Parkway, San Antonio 

www.texasbowties.com 

.  

May 30 

11th Annual Memorial Day Car Show  

Helotes AG Building, 12132 Leslie Road, Helotes, TX 

Fundraiser Benefiting “Operation Comfort” Serving wounded, Ill & Injured service members 

Pre-Registration $30, Day of Show $35 between 8am-11am 

 

 

June 5  

10th Annual Cigars, Cars & Cycles, Club Humidor, 2235 Thousand Oaks, San Antonio  
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  VTCI 2022 International Convention Meet in the Middle August 10th -14th   

Article prepared by Tim Dorr with input from various Convention Committees   

The Vintage Thunderbirds of Kansas City, Mid-Kansas Vintage Thunderbird Club, and Thunderbird 

Midwest, invite all VTCI Thunderbird club members throughout the world to meet in the center of the 

USA for the 2022 Vintage Thunderbird Club International’s Convention. Festivities begin 

Wednesday, August 10, and continue for the next three days and nights, as you greet past friends 

and welcome new ones to the greatest VTCI event of the year. Here is what all attendees can    

expect to experience in a snapshot:   

  

  

Wednesday – Registration opens and attend a Welcome Reception.   

Thursday – VTCI Board of Directors Meeting, followed by a tour of the National World War I      

Museum and Memorial Park.   

Friday – The Bingham-Wagner Estate and the Harry S. Truman Presidential Library and Museum.   

Saturday – Owners and judges meeting followed by judging of your Thunderbird(s) and Best of 

Show. For those wishing to display their Thunderbirds, there are awards that are voted by the    

attendees. That evening is the Awards Banquet. Sunday – Pack up and leave.   

So, there you have a snapshot of what to expect.   

  

  

  

  

Here are the details:   

Wednesday – Once arriving at your destination, it is time to check into the Convention Hotel, which 

again is the Embassy Suites Kansas City – International Airport. When that is complete, you can 

register your attendance at the Convention by picking up your goody bag at the Special           

Registration Area and letting us know that you are here. Next up is making sure your Thunderbird 

is properly parked in the hotel’s north parking lot. There is a place for every Thunderbird so drive 

right over and claim your spot. On Wednesday night there is a Welcome Reception that is open to 

everyone. Even better, it is free, so sit down and chat a while with those that enjoy a good car   

story or two.   
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Convention in Kansas City. But the ever-popular tours begin following the board meeting on    

Thursday morning, when you are swept off in a luxurious coach to the National WWI Museum and 

Memorial Park in downtown Kansas City, MO (www.theworldwar.org). You can eat lunch on your 

own when you arrive at the Over There Café, or perhaps you want to tour part of the museum and 

take a break to eat later on. The menu is online and consists of soups, salads, and sandwiches 

from the grill. A variety of beverages, including local/imported beer and wine and local air-roasted 

coffee is available. The Over There Café is open 11:00 am - 2:00 pm. Your admission includes the 

Main Gallery, Exhibit Hall, Memory Hall, and Ellis Gallery. Tours are self-guided. Portable audio 

tours are available for $5. Also, for the adventurers in the group, an elevator trip (+45 steps) to the 

top of the Memorial Tower is available for $5, where you enjoy a 360-degree view of the Kansas 

City area.   

Formerly known as Liberty Memorial, the organization holds the most comprehensive collection of 

WWI objects and documents that provide not just the American story, but a “comprehensive look at 

the entire war, from the first shot in 1914 to the last attempts at peace in 1919. The Museum has 

enjoyed a reputation for the most informative and quality presentation of any museum. You will be 

returned to the Convention hotel by mid-afternoon with a new understanding of this major world 

event. In the evening you may join in the hotel manager’s complimentary evening reception with 

dinner on your own.   

Friday - You will be taken to two high-interest and historic venues in Independence, MO. The    

Bingham-Waggoner Estate (www.bwestate.net) and the Harry S Truman Presidential Library and  

Museum (www.trumanlibrary.gov) will portray life in the 1850s and the 1950s. George Caleb     

Bingham, American artist known for the painting “Order #11”, lived, and painted here in the 1860s.    

Later, the Waggoner family, known for Waggoner-Gates Flour Milling lived here 1890-1976. The 

home has 26 rooms and amazingly 95% of the contents belonged to the original families and are 

presented in authentic décor.   

The first floor of the home, the Carriage House, and surrounding grounds are easily accessible, 

with a colorful album for viewing of the top two floors for those unable to navigate the stairs to the 

upper floors. We will have a wonderful lunch served by Museum volunteers in the Carriage House. 

Incidentally, George Porterfield Gates, of Waggoner-Gates Milling was the maternal grandfather of 

Bess Wallace Truman, wife of Harry S Truman.   

The coach will then take us to the nearby Harry S. Truman Presidential Library. Harry Truman was 

the only U.S. President to serve in combat in WWI. This was the first Presidential Library to be   

created under the 1955 Presidential Libraries Act. President and Mrs. Truman are buried in the 

Courtyard, as are their daughter, Margaret Truman Daniel, and her husband Clifton Daniel.   
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We will return to the Convention hotel by 4:00 PM where there will be an evening reception of pizza 

for those that have signed up for this event.   

Saturday – After your complimentary breakfast, the Owner’s and Judge’s meeting takes place,     

followed by the judging of your Thunderbird(s). And as you roam through the Display Thunderbirds, 

you will be given the opportunity to vote for your favorite car. The remainder of the day is a relaxing 

one where there will be talk of cars and things of your choosing.   

 

The 2022 VTCI International Convention culminates Saturday evening with the Awards Banquet. 

After the traditional Car-tales Hour, enjoy a sit-down dinner with your choice of chicken, beef, fish, 

or pasta. After dinner, the one-of-a-kind awards will be distributed along with the two “Best of Show” 

announcements and any other VTCI awards that might be found within the show field, closing out 

the evening.   

Sunday – Today is a day to pack up and head home, after saying your farewells to those who have 

travelled to share a few days of lifetime memories. You’ll also be able to recall much that took place 

when you put on your event T-shirt or Polo, as well as looking again at the pictures that captured 

moments from the 2022 International Convention. We hope you will “Meet in the Middle,” and don’t 

forget the Early Registration Bonus shown on the Registration Form.   

 
  

A few words from STTC: Keep watch for more information each month and consider joining in on 

the fun if you have never been to a VTCI International Convention before. There is no better time to 

see a variety of interesting places, outstanding Thunderbirds in one location and meet the friendliest 

people who have the same interest in cars as you. A form has been provided to sign up for this  

wonderful event as well as Hotel information to make your reservations and where to send the   

completed form and payment. I don’t know about you but Let’s “Meet in the Middle”   
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 57 Thunderbird        Contact Jim Ernst  512-375-9657 

         jim.seacoastfm@gmail.com  

  

  

1. Headlight doors, trim pieces.    

2. Vent door for right fender.  

3. Dash stainless piece that goes up under the speedo housing.  

4. Restorable manual seat with tracks. Need complete seat, no padding ok.  

5. Top stainless piece for grill  

6. Lights for front bumper, and bumper brackets for front.   

7. Stainless around windshield, in and out, prefer no tonneau snaps  

8. Good soft top assy - maybe not quite ready yet. I have the mounting bracket for the bottom that 
attaches to the floor.  

9. Gas filler door  

10. Heater controls.   

11. Wind wings.   

12. Tach.   

13. The black piece on the right side that has the blower fan. Heater housing.  

14. Need a set of wheels with tires to fit the 57, I DO NOT  care about the condition of the tires, as 
long as they hold air, just for ‘rollers.’ Also, if you are tired of cleaning your Kelsey Hayes[!], I 
am looking for a really nice set of those.   

15. Set of  Thunderbird wire wheels  (new item)  

16. Seat frame for a 57 (new item)  
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_________________ 

Southwest Texas T-Bird 

Club Officers for 2022 

____________________ 

 

President 

Sam Martin 

(562) 544-9369 

 

Vice President 

Ray Clark 

(210) 875-1411 

 

Secretary 

Danny Varella 

(210) 218-8337 

 

Treasurer 

Kathy Varella 

(210) 218-8337 

 

 

 

 

________________ 

 

 

_____________ 

Committee Directors: 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Louellen Brock-Jones 

(512) 850-7943 

 

Auto Technical Advisor 

Ray Clark 

 

Website Assistance 

Ray Clark 

 

Historian 

Marilyn Carron 

 

Websites: 

www.southtexasthunderbirdclub.com 

www.vintagethunderbirdclub.com 

 

 

 

_________________ 

 

________________ 

VTCI Officers 2022 

___________________ 

President 

Rod Wake 

Vice President 

Bob McNeill 

Executive Secretary 

Jack Wake 

Treasurer 

Randy Mattson 

Concourse Director 

Paul Prokop 

Historian 

Dan Likar 

Technical Director 

Alan Tast 

Publication Director 

Terri McNeill 

Country Store 

Laura Wahrmund 

South Central Regional Director 

Brian Carron 

      _________________ 
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Tech Info (Saw it on the Web, very interesting) 

  

WHAT IS A BATTERY? I think Tesla said it best when they called it an Energy Storage System. That's 

important. 

They do not make electricity they store electricity produced elsewhere, primarily by coal, uranium, natural gas-

powered plants, or diesel-fueled generators.  So, to say an EV is a zero-emission vehicle is not at all valid 

Also, since forty percent of the electricity generated in the U.S. is from coal-fired plants, it follows that forty 

percent of the EVs on the road are coal-powered, do you see? 

Einstein's formula, E=MC2, tells us it takes the same amount of energy to move a five-thousand-pound gasoline-

driven automobile a mile as it does an electric one. The only question again is what produces the power? To 

reiterate, it does not come from the battery; the battery is only the storage device, like a gas tank in a car. 

There are two orders of batteries, rechargeable, and single-use. The most common single-use batteries are A, 

AA, AAA, C, D. 9V, and lantern types. Those dry-cell species use zinc, manganese, lithium, silver oxide, or zinc 

and carbon to store electricity chemically. Please note they all contain toxic, heavy metals. 

Rechargeable batteries only differ in their internal materials, usually lithium-ion, nickel-metal oxide, and nickel-

cadmium. The United States uses three billion of these two battery types a year, and most are not recycled; they 

end up in landfills. California is the only state which requires all batteries be recycled. If you throw your small, 

used batteries in the trash, here is what happens to them. 

All batteries are self-discharging.  That means even when not in use, they leak tiny amounts of energy. You have 

likely ruined a flashlight or two from an old, ruptured battery. When a battery runs down and can no longer power 

a toy or light, you think of it as dead; well, it is not. It continues to leak small amounts of electricity. As the 

chemicals inside it run out, pressure builds inside the battery's metal casing, and eventually, it cracks. The 

metals left inside then ooze out. The ooze in your ruined flashlight is toxic, and so is the ooze that will inevitably 

leak from every battery in a landfill. All batteries eventually rupture; it just takes rechargeable batteries longer to 

end up in the landfill. 

In addition to dry cell batteries, there are also wet cell ones used in automobiles, boats, and motorcycles. The 

good thing about those is, ninety percent of them are recycled. Unfortunately, we do not yet know how to recycle 

single-use ones properly. 

But that is not half of it.  For those of you excited about electric cars and a green revolution, I want you to take a 

closer look at batteries and also windmills and solar panels. These three technologies share what we call 

environmentally destructive embedded costs. 

Everything manufactured has two costs associated with it, embedded costs and operating costs. I will explain 

embedded costs using a can of baked beans as my subject. 

In this scenario, baked beans are on sale, so you jump in your car and head for the grocery store. Sure enough, 

there they are on the shelf for $1.75 a can. As you head to the checkout, you begin to think about the embedded 

costs in the can of beans. 
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The first cost is the diesel fuel the farmer used to plow the field, till the ground, harvest the beans, and transport 

them to the food processor. Not only is his diesel fuel an embedded cost, so are the costs to build the tractors, 

combines, and trucks. In addition, the farmer might use a nitrogen fertilizer made from natural gas. 

Next is the energy costs of cooking the beans, heating the building, transporting the workers, and paying for the 

vast amounts of electricity used to run the plant. The steel can holding the beans is also an embedded cost. 

Making the steel can requires mining taconite, shipping it by boat, extracting the iron, placing it in a coal-fired 

blast furnace, and adding carbon. Then it's back on another truck to take the beans to the grocery store. Finally, 

add in the cost of the gasoline for your car. 

Typical EV batteries weigh one thousand pounds, about the size of a travel trunk.  It contains twenty-five 

pounds of lithium, sixty pounds of nickel, 44 pounds of manganese, 30 pounds cobalt, 200 pounds of 

copper, and 400 pounds of aluminum, steel, and plastic. Inside are over 6,000 individual lithium-ion cells. 

It should concern you that all those toxic components come from mining. For instance, to manufacture each EV 

auto battery, you must process 25,000 pounds of brine for the lithium, 30,000 pounds of ore for the cobalt, 5,000 

pounds of ore for the nickel, and 25,000 pounds of ore for copper. All told, you dig up 500,000 pounds of the 

earth's crust for just one EV battery." 

Sixty-eight percent of the world's cobalt, a significant part of a battery, comes from the Congo. Their mines have 

no pollution controls, and they employ children who die from handling this toxic material. Should we factor in 

these diseased kids as part of the cost of driving an electric car?" 

I'd like to leave you with these thoughts. California is building the largest battery in the world near San Francisco, 

and they intend to power it from solar panels and windmills. They claim this is the ultimate in being 'green,' but it 

is not! This construction project is creating an environmental disaster. Let me tell you why. 

The main problem with solar arrays is the chemicals needed to process silicate into the silicon used in the 

panels. To make pure enough silicon requires processing it with hydrochloric acid, sulfuric acid, nitric acid, 

hydrogen fluoride, trichloroethane, and acetone. In addition, they also need gallium, arsenide, copper-indium-

gallium-diselenide, and cadmium-telluride, which also are highly toxic. Silicone dust is a hazard to the workers, 

and the panels cannot be recycled. 

Windmills are the ultimate in embedded costs and environmental destruction. Each weighs 1688 tons (the 

equivalent of 23 houses) and contains 1300 tons of concrete, 295 tons of steel, 48 tons of iron, 24 tons of 

fiberglass, and the hard to extract rare earths neodymium, praseodymium, and dysprosium. Each blade weighs 

81,000 pounds and will last 15 to 20 years, at which time it must be replaced. We cannot recycle used blades. 

Sadly, both solar arrays and windmills kill birds, bats, sea life, and migratory insects. 

There may be a place for these technologies, but you must look beyond the myth of zero emissions. I predict 

EVs and windmills will be abandoned once the embedded environmental costs of making and replacing them 

become apparent.  "Going Green" may sound like the Utopian ideal and are easily espoused, catchy buzzwords, 

but when you look at the hidden and embedded costs realistically with an open mind, you can see that Going 

Green is more destructive to the Earth's environment than meets the eye, for sure. 
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Interesting Fact 

 

Marilyn Monroe’s Raven Black 1956 Ford Thunderbird 312ci Ford-O-Matic. 

Miss Monroe received this car as a Christmas gift in 1955 from her friend and personal 

photographer Milton Greene.  Just a few months before her controversial death in 1962, she gave 

the car to her acting coach’s Lee Strasberg’s son for his 18th Birthday.  That is an amazing gift for 

an 18 year old or anyone. 
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Our Floresville cruise on April 16, 2022 was a success.  When we parked at the Valero, I 

observed people watching and smiling and giving us a thumbs up.   I admit we were pretty 

impressive.  Once we reached Floresville, our T-bird line-up was arranged perfectly and was 

done so smoothly.  The free hamburgers and hot dogs were delicious, and the Carvajal Coffee 

House had plenty of room for us to relax and talk.  Ray received very positive feedback from our 

club members that attended. 

 

   
 

  


